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Ramsey Soccer Association
Division 6 Rules and Games Conduct
Fall 2010 Season

Division 6 soccer is a non-competitive league.  The goal of RSA:

 For the kids to have fun while learning soccer fundamentals and sportsmanship.

In our continuing effort to ensure the appropriate focus and development of our kids is on Playing the game, having fun and growing as kids versus winning championships, Ramsey Soccer is pleased to announce that for the 2010 Soccer Season, Division 6 Boys and Girls teams will continue to play 7 aside (6 players plus 1 goalie).  This move to smaller teams will ensure that each child gets more touches on the ball and is given the chance to play more soccer.  Division 6 soccer is aimed at being non-competitive and introductory to the sport.  There are no standings.  Scoring, while a part of the game, is to be controlled by each coach for fair and balanced play.  Teams that exceed the maximum goal differential at this level will be subject to the Ramsey Soccer Games Conduct committee and face possible suspension.
Teams will have a maximum of 11 players, still keeping with 4 substitutes.


The Division 6 player is too young to understand the concept of positions. They will play "beehive soccer" no matter what the coaches try to teach them. 
Our experience is that assigned positions create enormous amounts of stress for the coaches, parents and players; we therefore request that you do not assign the players to positions. You might have one or two kids stay back on defense if you desire but we do not want the players being yelled at for not holding positions. Year after year, at about game 5 or 6, the kids gradually start to figure the game out on their own. Suddenly, they will start to position themselves properly on the field without the passionate encouragement of adults on the sidelines!

Please encourage the spectators to cheer for all of the players on both teams. If you have any problems with opposing coaches, parents or referees during a game do not confront them. We ask that you contact your division director as soon as possible and let her/him address the problem or an RSA Board Member. Any coaches involved in any on the field confrontation will be brought before the board for disciplinary action.


Time: Each Game will consist of four (4) twelve (12) minute quarters, with the referee keeping the official time. There will be a 2-minute break between quarters (1st - 2nd and 3rd - 4th), and a 5-minute break at half time. At the referees discretion injury time may be added to the clock at the end of a quarter.

On Field Coaching: For the first five games of the season, one coach per team is allowed on the field during play. No coaches will be allowed on the field after the fifth game of the season. The coach is not to interfere with play and will stay outside the penalty area except when giving instructions on goal kicks and corner kicks. The coach must leave the penalty area before the kick is taken. If a coach interferes with play, the referee will stop play and a free kick shall be awarded to the opposing team.

Penalties: 
All penalties are interpreted and called by the referee. If the referee didn't see it or did not deem it a foul no foul has occurred! (Regardless of what coaches or the parents think)

All free kicks are indirect kicks meaning the ball must touch any other player before going into the goal for a score. 

When a defensive player commits a penalty with-in his teams own defensive penalty box an indirect kick is awarded and is taken outside the Penalty Area. 

There are no penalty kicks in division 6!

Penalties shall be given when/if a player: 

- Kicks or attempts to kick an opponent 
- Trips or attempts to trip an opponent 
- Pushes an opponent 
- Strikes or attempts to strike an opponent 
- Holds an opponent 
- Spits at an opponent 
- Handles the ball deliberately (except the goal keeper), as determined by the referee. Accidental hand contact is not a "hand ball". A good rule of thumb is "Did the ball play the hand or did the hand play the ball?"
- Slide tackles or attempts to slide tackle an opponent 
- Kicks or attempts to kick the ball while lying on the ground 
- Kicks or attempts to kick the ball while it is being held by the goal keeper (one finger on the ball by the keeper is considered possession) 

There is NO offside rule. 



Goal Kicks: All players except the goalkeeper, the kicker and one other defender shall stand outside the penalty box and not touch the ball until it crosses the penalty line. If any player touches the ball before it clears the penalty box the referee shall stop play and the kick is re-taken.

Throw Ins: The referee shall give a player three (3) chances to throw the ball in correctly. All coaches shall help players from both teams perform a correct throw in. Referees shall explain what the player is doing wrong.

Substitutions: The coach must ask the referee for permission to make substitutions. Substitutions may be made at any time when the ball is out of play.

Corner Kicks: Corner kicks will be taken from the corner arc of the playing field. 

Injuries: Any time play is stopped for an injury, that player must be replaced by a substitute.

GOAL DIFFERENTIAL: Score differential of more than 5 goals is discouraged and will not be tolerated. If your team is winning by 4 goals it is expected that you will remove your strongest players from the field and play with less than 7 players if necessary.

Do not wait until you reach 4 Goals. In such instances, it will be obvious of the talent differential between teams within the first minutes of play. Take action NO LATER THAN THE 2nd Goal.  If needed, simply stop the game and separate all players from both teams equally into two new teams with pinnies.

COACHES THAT CAN NOT ABIDE BY THIS RULE WILL REQUIRE ATTENDANCE AT THE RSA GAMES CONDUCT COMITTEE FOR DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS.

Playing Time: Each player must play at least half (preferably three quarters) of each game.

Linesman: Each coach will designate a linesman to assist the referee in calling balls over the touchline by either raising a flag, or raising his/her arm. The referee will determine who has possession of the ball.

Spectators: Each field will have spectator lines. All fans, chairs and water bottles are to remain behind these lines. Spectators and coaches are not permitted to stand behind the goal lines. Referees shall stop play, and coaches will ask these spectators to move. There is no smoking allowed in the vicinity of our fields. Coaches are required to politely request spectators discontinue smoking.

Please split the field with Home team and their spectators on one side, Visitors on the other.

Referees: Referees rulings are NOT to be questioned in any way by any coach or spectator.

Our referees are young soccer players who take their time to officiate these games. They will make mistakes the same way adults make mistakes. Please encourage them and do not question the calls they make! Any coach who questions the referee will risk removal from the program. If you feel a referee has not done an effective job, please contact your division director. Do not talk to the referee directly. Conversely, if you feel a referee has done a great job, let them know it.

Goalkeepers: Goalkeepers must where a different color shirt than both teams playing. There is no restriction on the number of steps the goalkeeper may take once in control of the ball however she/he must release the ball within 5-6 seconds and before leaving the penalty area. The goalkeeper cannot touch the ball with his/her hands outside of the penalty area. The goalkeeper is deemed to have possession of the ball when she/he is touching it with one finger.

Number of Players: There will be 7 players on the field at a time including the goalkeeper. Each team must have at least 5 players on the field to play a game or the game is canceled. If the situation arises where a team is short players we encourage the opposing coach to loan players to the other team so the game can be played.

Coaches: Any coach who purposely attempts to circumvent the spirit and intent of these rules will be reviewed by the board and appropriate action will be taken.
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