Ramsey Soccer Association

“Blow-Out” Game Management – Recommendations

As a coach one, of the most difficult situations you may come across is the “blow-out” or non-competitive game.  Managing this situation effectively for both teams is challenging but must be managed none-the-less.  Effective game management will not put you as a coach in such awkward situations as instructing a child to hold back or not score or even worse, tell a goalkeeper to “let the other team score”.  Based on our experience in coaching, we recommend that as soon as you recognize that the game is going to be non-competitive or “lopsided”, please start to institute the following steps:

1. Immediately remove your strongest offensive player from the field.  If it is not a time when you can make a substitution, simply instruct the player to play defense and not cross midfield.  

2. Replace your front line players with your weakest players so they have an opportunity to score.  You may put your stronger players in midfield with the instruction that they are not allowed to shoot but they can get assists by setting their teammates up for shots.

a. Recognition of a one-sided game upon the 2nd or 3rd Goal allows you as the coach a unique opportunity to allow players who have never scored before to do so.  Use the full allotted game time to allow for game play as well as utilize the goal differential appropriately.  There is no immediate need to rush to score the first 4-7 Goals and then take action.

3. If you have done the above and you are still scoring then move your strongest players to defense only.

4. Next step is to discreetly remove players from the field.  Playing 

10v11 or 9v11 or even 8v11 is fine.  Perhaps 8v11 until the other team possibly scores and then put back players for defense.  Again, Manage the Game within a Game.

5. Last resort is to take your stronger players off the field

6. It is also important for coaches to explain to children why they are making these changes.  The reason should not be because of the excess rule or because they'll be fined.  Coaches should help kids to understand what it feels like to be on the other side of field and that the meaning of sportsmanship is that players never want to make another team feel bad or totally defeated.

a. Coaches – be discrete and also convey to your players that they should also not be “Blatant or Loud” about the situation on the field of play.  Coaches are teachers and your players look up to you so please, lead by example.

b. In a real game situation just last week, one of our own referees encountered a game where the kids were yelling to their Ramsey teammates "don't score" and another boy was yelling out "why can't we score?  That's not the spirit of fair play.

c. It's also helpful if coaches frame the situation positively; "let's use this as an opportunity to practice our passing" ... not "play keep away from the other team".

7.  This is Recreation Soccer and NOT a venue for the Travel Players to Dominate by scoring 3PLUS Goals.  Utilize them for the betterment of your teams.  They should be here to enjoy the sport, play with their friends in an environment that is not Competitive Travel Soccer.  Have FUN!

8. Remember the Little Guy!  The True Rec Player who may get lost
in the attempt to WIN.  We are all guilty and it is extremely easy to get caught up in such an atmosphere.

9. Manage the Game:  By this we again refer to situations where upon a 3 or 4 Goal differential MAXIMUM, begin to adjust the playing field by pulling stronger players back and lesser players up front. 

· Play a game within a game at the 3-goal limit to get those who have NEVER scored an opportunity to do so.

· Impress upon your more skilled players to work to get an assist for those players.  By doing so early enough in a game, you can still play within the League Mandated Goal Differential of 7.

· At this age group, we can't be yelling at them to NOT do what they all want to do..play hard and score.  Working the game early will avoid this.

· If you wait until that 6 or 7th goal, “stuff happens”; the ball will undeniably sit in the goal box waiting for your player to kick it in and get you a ticket to Suspension-ville!!
10. The League this year has a ZERO Tolerance on the Goal Differential.  What this means is that the head coach will be required to attend a NWBSA meeting in front of the Leagues Games Misconduct Committee to state WHY he/she let the game get out of control and what course of actions were taken or not.  The Coach will also be asked to submit their Coaches Card and BE SUSPENDED FOR 1 Game.  RSA will also absorb a fine.  Believe me, this is not a pleasurable experience and the verdict is already pre-determined.

11. Again . . . DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE GOAL DEFICIT IS GREATER THAN 3 TO MANAGE THE GAME.

· IF NEED BE, DISCRETELY PULL PLAYERS OFF THE FIELD.

· At the younger level, this will most likely necessitate pulling off 2 players as 1 will not make much of a difference.

