Hotspur F.C.

Playing Up Policy 
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P O L I C Y    C H A N G E 
Recently, at the spring 2001 Hotspur Soccer Club (HSC) Board policy meeting, the HSC adopted new standards and procedures regarding players’ ability to attempt to qualify for a team that is age inappropriate or “play-up”. This marks the first time in the history of HSC that such a policy exists and is not without limitation as described below. The HSC believes that potential candidates will represent a small percentage of the total club enrollment and any consideration of attempting to play-up should be measured carefully. 

While playing-up can provide an exceptional athlete an opportunity to accelerate the development of their skills by competing with older, more developed competition, it is widely recognized that in doing so the player may encounter a variety of challenges that he/she will not encounter at an age-appropriate level. Furthermore, an athlete that qualifies as exceptional player and makes an inappropriate aged team is not guaranteed a position on that team in ensuing years and is therefore required to repeat the try-out process seasonally. 
  
Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S 
  
Candidates for the playing-up-policy (PUP) must minimally meet (but are not necessarily limited to) the following criteria. 
  
1.       The candidate must have successfully completed U08 and U09 seasons. 
2.       The candidate’s current coach must approve of the candidate’s request. 
3.       The candidate must qualify as a likely starter on the age inappropriate team. 
4.       The candidate must be observed by the PUP committee in match play for approval to try-out for age inappropriate team. 
5.       The candidate’s parent and coach must complete the “playing-up request form”. 
  
P R O C E S S 
  
Athletes who are members of the HSC who wish to try out for an age inappropriate HSC team (play-up) will first request of their current age appropriate coach to do so. That coach will then contact the age inappropriate (play-up coach) and arrange for the two of them and three (3) members of the HSC Board (together the PUP committee) to observe the player in match play to ascertain whether or not the player displays appropriate skills for an opportunity to try out for the age inappropriate team. 
Requests to play up may be made during the spring portion of the HSC season prior to the normal HSC try-out period, which is usually held in May or June. If the player qualifies, then he/she shall play-up for the ensuing fall and spring seasons. If it is determined that the player has not qualified for the age inappropriate team, he/she may try out for his/her age appropriate team without penalty. 

  
This amendment to the HSC by-laws and the PUP request form can be found at the HSC web site www.hotspursoccer.com.  Questions regarding this policy should be directed to Peter Ruel, 327-9093 or Nick Gendron, 818-7336. 
  
We hope that those who wish to attempt to play-up cautiously exercise this policy as amended. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Board of Trustees 
The Hotspur Soccer Club 
May 3rd, 2001

